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UM ALUMNA PLACES FIRST 
IN NATIONAL COMPETITION
The recipient of the first M.A. in music history and literature comferred by the 
University of Montana has won first prize in the National Olds Scholarships in Music 
Contest, reports Laurence Perry, acting chairman of the UM Music Department.
Elizabeth Ann Loeffler, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry R. Loeffler of Missoula, 
was awarded the $500 cash prize for her master's thesis, "The Innovations in the Con­
struction of the Pianoforte from Mozart to Debussy and the Resulting Influences on 
Piano Style." The work was written as part of the requirement for the advanced degree 
granted by the University in June 1966. Dr. Vernon Overmyer of the music faculty was 
her thesis supervisor and piano instructor.
Following the award of the degree, she attended the 1966 summer session at the 
Paris-American Academy of Music in France, where she will again study this summer.
Miss Loeffler, who teaches elementary music in the Toledo, Ore., public schools, 
earned a bachelor's degree, with majors in music and English, from the UM in 1965.
She is a former member of the University Choir and a member of MV Phi Epsilon pro­
fessional music sorority and of Sigma Kappa social sorority.
The contest was sponsored by F.E. Olds § Son, Inc., Chicago, 111., manufacturer 
of musical instruments.
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